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the ryots of Raja and Komarapalayam channels apprehended
that their legal rights might be adversely affected and made
representations to Government. The ryots were assured of their
full supply and that the construction of the dam would not affect
their rights. As these old channels were dug by Hindu kings,
and are being supplied with water perennially, they are entitled
in law to their accustomed water supply. As these channels take
off from the river at a point above all other channels, they are
entitled in law to the accustomed supply in preference to the
others.
4.    When there is shortage of water in the river, the require-
ments of the channels, that are ancient and   possessed  of   higher
riparian rights, should be supplied first. The present cut in supply
will result in loss of crops and we submit that the   channels lower
down, should not benefit at our expense.
5.    From the point of view of growing maximum crops,  the
order closing supply of water  to these  channels   will  be  highly
detrimental.    Further, the volume of water that may be consumed
by given area commanded by these channels, will be far less what
would be required in the Tanjore Delta, for a similar area.    Our
channels are high up the river,   while water has to be take a about
a  hundred   miles  down   the   river,  before   lands   in   Tanjore
district can be irrigated.    Even  if the monsoon completely fails
resulting in no further supply to the Mettur Dam, the lands com-
manded by these  channels  can be supplied,  so as  to   get the
.Samba (long term rice) harvest. The water let down from the
Mettur Dam to produce electricity, is enough for our purposes.
We submit that it is hazardous to stop our supply and allow our
crops to die, for the purpose of sowing crops in areas where ulti-
mately it may not be possible to supply enough water.
6.    We  submit,   therefore, that  it   is beneficial and   a great
saving of water, if all the land in these "ayacuts" are supplied
with their accustumed quota of water.    In fact, as these channels
run parallel  to   the Cauvery  river,  an  appreciable volume   of
Water drains back into the river.
7.    We pray that the Chief Engineer  be pleased to enquire
into our legal rights and protect them.    We pray for immediate
orders, rescinding the  orders directing the closing of supply to
these channels.
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